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In early January, we communicated our best advice to cabin owners facing 2014 fee bills – and some 

with 2013 fee bills – that they simply can’t pay. We’ve heard back from many of you and have learned 

more about the Forest Service collection process, and, frustratingly, the Cabin Fee Act is still languishing 

in Congress. So for many, it now may be time to fish or cut bait, as they say, because you can’t sit on a 

fee bill forever without some unwelcome results. 

First, we remain optimistic that the CFA will eventually be passed by Congress, but it’s got to be soon to 

help with extremely high fees. Bipartisan support continues in both Houses of Congress. Our House and 

Senate sponsors are doing all they can to move the bills, while the Forest Service continues to support 

passage of the CFA as much as they’re allowed. To be blunt, though, very little legislation has been 

moving through Congress. The Cabin Fee Act is part of a huge logjam that defies understanding. Be 

assured though that we continue to push the legislation as hard as possible! 

Now, about those fee bills. In our prior communication, we advised that if you could not afford to pay 

your bill, simply do nothing for the time being. While the “do-nothing” strategy might be the only option 

for some cabin owners, the Forest Service has indicated that making no payment at all will place the 

permittee into noncompliance with their permit and could trigger revocation proceedings. Instead, we 

have heard from the Forest Service that the agency will act more favorably toward cabin owners who 

make any “good faith effort” to pay some portion of their 2014 bill, even if it’s not the full amount. 

Doing nothing or paying only a portion of your bill both mean taking some risk, so each cabin owner 

must carefully weigh their personal options and proceed accordingly. 

Installment payments provide another option and can be requested by contacting your Permit 

Administrator or your District Ranger for directions on how to proceed. This option delays a second or 

third payment until later in the year, perhaps until after the CFA is enacted. Since the bill is retroactive 

to the January 1, 2014, all fees above $5500 would be capped at that amount for 2014 upon passage. If 

you pay your full 2014 bill – of any amount – a partial refund may be applicable if your CFA fee is less 

than the current fee under CUFFA. 

For some, making installment payments or paying even a modest amount may not be an option. While 

Forest Service regulations leave a lot of latitude to local officers, it appears that permit revocation for 

nonpayment will proceed slowly and may take many months (or even years in some cases) to process. 

While it may be very uncomfortable situation, please be patient. Be sure to let NFH know if you receive 

a formal notice of revocation from the Forest Service or any other formal communication you can’t quite 

figure out. Contact Ernie Atencio at 800-669-9971 or eatencio@nationalforesthomeowners.org and let 

us help. 

For more information and current updates, please visit the NFH website. And contact Ernie Atencio with 

any questions. 
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